
CENTRAL VERMONT HIGH SCHOOL INITIATIVE 

Waldorf  Education in  Central Vermont 
 
Waldorf early childhood and primary school programs have 
been thriving in Central Vermont for over 20 years. The 
Green Mountain Waldorf School in the Northeast Kingdom, 
the Upper Valley Waldorf School in the Connecticut River 
Valley, the Wellspring Waldorf School in North Tunbridge 
(formerly in Chelsea), the Child’s Garden in Montpelier, the 
Three Rivers School in Berlin, and Orchard Valley Waldorf 
School in Montpelier and East Montpelier have all contributed 
to a vibrant and rich foundation for the Central Vermont High 
School Initiative’s development.  
 
At its foundation, the understanding of human development 
reflected in the Waldorf School extends through grade twelve, 
and the picture of Waldorf adolescent education offers 
distinctive attention to the development of individual students. 
Human consciousness is evolving and Waldorf teachers 
receive distinctive training to assist adolescents as they discern 
how to enter into a world that is constantly evolving. Every 
learning environment is distinct, and the culture of Central 
Vermont and the students themselves will influence the 
program created to meet them. 
 
The role of the teacher of the young child in the early years of 
Waldorf Education is often compared to a wise king or queen 
whose rule is firm and loving; creating a safe environment for 
the young child to grow and explore. As the child approaches 
the middle school, it is understood that the emerging 
adolescent will require a different kind of guidance. While not 
yet able to truly behold the full responsibility and privilege 
inherent in her own being, the young adult seeks activities and 
experiences that will lead her to this end. It is the continuation 
of this evolving story that graduates a 12th grader very much 
in tune with his or her human potential. 

Now accepting applications for  
the 2013—2014 academic year 

Grade 10 Artwork 

Central VT High School Initiative  
Vision and Values 
 
Central Vermont High School Initiative is committed to the 
health and sustainability of other Vermont Waldorf Schools 
and initiatives. 
 
Every Waldorf School is characterized deeply by the cultural 
context of the community where it lives. In addition, the 
faculty will involve the students, parents and friends of 
CVHSI to create the school environment. CVHSI is 
committed to hiring Waldorf trained and experienced 
educators and administrators, gaining approved independent 
school status through the Vermont Department  of Education 
and entering the Steps to Membership with the Association of 
Waldorf Schools of North America. 

To find out more about the Central Vermont High School Initiative 
centralvthighschool.wordpress.com 

contact us to join our email list: info.cvhsi@gmail.com 
802-223-3005 

P.O. Box 976, Montpelier, VT 05601 

Grade 9, Practical Arts 



“...When the food coloring was dropped in the hot 
water it expanded throughout the water moving 
faster than it did in the cold water… there were 
many streams throughout the flask that were 
larger than in the cold.” 
Grade 9, Thermodynamics Main Lesson 
Heat & Motion experiment  

A Waldorf High School Curriculum 
 
We will be developing our curriculum out of the impulses and indications of Rudolf Steiner and almost 90 years of Waldorf 
Education in North America. One can characterize each year of the Waldorf High School curriculum by an overarching question 
that is taken up in a variety of subjects that teachers may select in light of the class. 
 
These topics are often presented in the Main Lesson setting, offering a holistic and applied learning environment. 
 9th grade: What?  This year features themes that demonstrate the many contrasting forces of life, topics may include: Anatomy, 
Organic Chemistry, Geology, Thermodynamics, Modern History, Art History, Tragedy and Comedy, the Novel, Probability and 
Chance, Descriptive Geometry. 
10th grade: How does it work? Topics may include: Human Physiology, Acids and Bases, Hydrology, Ancient History and the Epic 
Poetics, Myth to Literature, Odyssey, Drama, Trigonometry, Mechanics. 
11th grade: Why? Characterized by topics demonstrating cause and effect such as: Botany, Embryology, Elements of Chemistry, 
Medieval History, Renaissance History, History of Music, Parzival, Projective Geometry, Electricity and Magnetism 
12th grade: Who? Topics explore individuality welcoming the students to consider who am I in the world? Topics may include: 
Atomic Theory, Zoology, Philosophy, Optics, History of Architecture, Russian Literature, Drama, Faust, Transcendentalism and 
Human Development. 
 

Additional Coursework includes foreign languages; visual, textile and practical arts; sculpting, wood and stone work; performing 
arts; experiential learning including field work, field trips, and Senior Project and other advanced electives in specific subject areas.  

Grade  11, Visual Arts 

Grade 9, Anatomy—Analogous Structures 

CENTRAL VERMONT HIGH SCHOOL INITIATIVE 

To find out more about the Central Vermont High School Initiative 
centralvthighschool.wordpress.com 

contact us to join our email list: info.cvhsi@gmail.com 
802-223-3005  

P.O. Box 976, Montpelier, VT 05601 


